Piepunendine A (1) was isolated as a white amorphous powder with mp 107-109°C. The HR-ESIMS showed an ion peak at m/z 386.1917, corresponding to the pseudo molecular formula C 20 H 29 NO 5 Na, which requires m/z 386.1943. The 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra of 1 exhibited characteristic NMR features of the aconitine-type alkaloids [3] . The NMR and IR spectra showed the characteristic signals at δ Η 6.35 (1H, d, J = 3.6 Hz) for an NH group and at δ C 174.3 s, 1645 cm -1 for a lactam moiety without the N-ethyl group. The 13 C signal at δ 174.3 s was attributed to C-19 on the basis of the long-range 1 H-13 C correlations of H-4 (δ 2.52), H-17 (δ 3.64) with C-19 (δ C 174.3). Two methoxyl groups (δ Η 3.28, 3.36, each 3H, s; δ C 56.1 q, 56.6 q) could be assigned at C-1 and C-16 as a result of HMQC data and HMBC correlations of H-1 (δ Η 3.30) and H-16 (δ Η 3.46) with their geminal methoxyl carbons OCH 3 -1 (δ C 56.6) and OCH 3 -16 (δ C 56.1) (Figure 1 ), respectively. The one proton triplet (J = 4.4 Hz) signal at δ 4.17 was assigned to H-14β, suggesting the presence of a 14α-OH [3, 4] 2H, AA'BB' system, J = 11.2 Hz; δ C : see Table 1 ). The 1H-triplet signal at δ 3.97 (J = 4.4 Hz) was ascribed to H-14β [3, 4] , implying substitution of the hydroxyl group at C-14. Two methoxyl groups could be located at C-1 and C-16, respectively, due to the HMBC correlations between 1-OCH 3 (δ 3.26) and C-1 (δ 86.3), 16-OCH 3 (δ 3.25) and C-16 (δ 82.4). The 2-(p-hydroxyphenyl)ethoxy group was assigned at C-8 according to the HMBC correlation between H-8' (δ 3.47, 3.51) and C-8 (δ 78.5). Careful analysis of the 2D NMR spectra of piepunendine B (Figure 2 ) led to the structural determination of piepunendine B as 2. It is worthy to note that piepunendine B is the first naturally occurring C 18 -diterpenoid alkaloid having the 2-(p-hydroxyphenyl)ethoxy group at C-8. 
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